
The Girls Inc. annual Giving 
Tree gi�  drive provided 
clothes, shoes and toys for 99 
girls in need during the 2009 
holiday season.

Center-Based Programming
Bessemer               
Crestwood               
Walker County         
Mother-Daughter      
TOTAL CENTER NUMBER SERVED

Outeach  Programs & Services
Health and Wellness                 
Hispanic Ini� a� ve                  
Life Skills Development                           
Preven� ng Adolescent Pregnancy           
Health and Community Fairs  
TOTAL OUTREACH NUMBER SERVED        

Case Management Services 

OVERALL NUMBER OF CLIENTS SERVED

Since 1938 Girls Incorporated of Central Alabama has provided services for young women & 
girls. In 2009, Girls Inc. worked with nearly 8,000 students age 6-18 to help keep them safe, 
produc� ve, & successful.

Girls Inc. Programming
• provides professionally-trained educators. 
• bases curriculum on high-quality, na� onal evalua� on research. 
• focuses on gender equity. 
• addresses key issues like pregnancy preven� on, Internet safety, and violence preven� on.
• allows girls to build las� ng rela� onships with educators and other girls through regular    
   and long-term programs. 
• develops and grows with girls across four age groups. 
• encourages older and younger girls to connect through role modeling. 
• provides opportuni� es for girls to  work with a number of adults with a variety of skills. 
• reaches many girls, regardless of ethnicity or family income level.

Outreach Programs:   Girls Inc. brings programs to the community by traveling to schools, 
churches, and other loca� ons where we off er an array of developmental and culturally sensi-
� ve programs. Programs include:
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Health & Wellness 
Life Skills 
Preven� ng Adolescent Pregnancy 

Substance & Alcohol Abuse Preven� on 
Career Opportuni� es Exposure
Hispanic Ini� a� ve

Science 
Math 
Technology 
Career Development 
Economic Literacy

English  
Life Skills 
Cooking & Sewing 
Art
Sports

A� er-school and Summer Programs:   Girls Inc. off ers two year-round programs which provide 
both a� er-school and summer curriculum. At our Crestwood Center, we serve girls from in and 
around the Birmingham area. Through a partnership with Jonesboro Elementary School, we 
also provide center-based programs and instruc� on to girls in Bessemer. In addi� on, we host a 
summer program in Walker County. Programs include: 

United Way       $834,220

Programs       $137,033

Income

Expenses

2009 Financials*

2009 Services Provided

 It is with hear� elt sincerity that I assume the role of 2010 Board 
Chair for Girls Inc. of Central Alabama.  Since 1938, Girls Inc. has in-
spired girls to be strong, smart and bold!  Building upon this legacy, 
the 2010 Board of Directors is comprised of dedicated and enthusi-
as� c leaders, each of whom is commi� ed to raising awareness about 
the agency’s posi� ve impact while securing its fi nancial future.  My 
goal for 2010 is to lead the Board as it works to hire a new President 
& CEO who will be commi� ed to the mission and vision of Girls Inc. 
and who will work � relessly to advocate for the agency in the com-
munity.

 Under the current leadership of Interim President & CEO, Venessa 
Gosa, Girls Inc. will con� nue its programs and curriculum designed 
specifi cally for girls.  Through its Center-Based off erings, young wom-
en learn college and career preparedness, character development 
and fi nancial literacy.  In addi� on, our Outreach Programs provide a 
unique opportunity to reach students throughout Jeff erson, Blount, 
Walker, St. Clair and Shelby Coun� es.  

 As shown on the faces of the girls served and the words of ap-
precia� on expressed by their parents, Girls Inc. off ers an invaluable 
service.  During these uncertain economic � mes, I am confi dent the 
Board, the Trust and the Commi� ee of 25 will remain commi� ed to 
dona� ng � me, energy and fi nancial resources to ensure the perpe-
tuity of Girls Inc.  Further, I hope the United Way of Central Alabama, 
local business leaders, and individuals will likewise con� nue to sup-
port Girls Inc. in its eff orts to ensure that all girls, regardless of race, 
socio-economic status or cultural background, have an opportunity 
to become produc� ve, successful leaders in our community.

Programs  $1,014,825

Girls Inc. member Lauren 
Moorer poses at the Birming-
ham Museum of Art with a 
photo she took as part of a 
partnership with the Birming-
ham Photography Guild.

A� endees at our 17th Annual 
Celebra� on Luncheon enjoyed 
lunch with Girls Inc. member 
Andrea Cope.

Girls Inc. of Central Alabama 
received the 2009 Outstand-
ing Affi  liate of the Year Award 
for the Southeast Region. 

Fundraising       $82,276

Administra� ve     $163,935

Restricted for future        
Contribu� ons   
Grants           
Special Events                $84,361 

In 2009 we experienced many moments of triumph for Girls Inc. of 
Central Alabama.  During a � me of economic challenges, we con-
� nued to thrive.  With the ongoing implementa� on of our strategic 
plan, our membership increased while we con� nued to develop new 
programs to fi t the needs and interests of our girls.  We saw num-
bers served through Outreach, Centers, Hispanic Ini� a� ve and Teen 
Program grow and also secured increased grant funding. The decision 
by our board to relocate one of our center programs to an in-school 
program supported our commitment to good stewardship of our re-
sources without decreasing services.  And lastly, our research-based 
curriculum, innova� ve programming, board development and sound 
administra� ve prac� ces resulted in our agency earning Outstanding 
Affi  liate of the Year, one of our na� onal organiza� on’s most pres� -
gious awards. 

Under the direc� on of board chairs, Lee Walthall and Terry Stalker, 
we strengthened partnerships within our community, as well as with 
our stakeholders.  This year also saw the departure of Stacey Torch 
as CEO a� er three years of sharing her outstanding leadership ability.  
Her vision for the organiza� on carries on through the work of our 
board, staff  and volunteers.

We are excited by the prospect of new challenges as we move 
forward this year. Without the support of our Board of Directors, 
Trust, Commi� ee of 25, volunteers, parents, United Way of Central 
Alabama and outstanding staff  we could not provide the level of 
service our members have come to rely on.  

Thank you for helping us con� nue to reach so many outstanding 
young women and girls in our locality.  The mission of Girls Incorpo-
rated is to inspire all girls to be strong, smart and bold. With a com-
munity like ours, we can achieve that mission.   

Program Profi le: Hispanic Initiative

Janine L. Smith
Board Chair

Venessa Gosa
Interim President & CEO

TOTAL INCOME                  $1,279,922

  TOTAL EXPENSE    $1,261,036

*unaudited fi nancial numbers

commitments 

 $117,828
$87,594

  $18,886

Inspiring all girls to be strong, smart, and bold!SM

Crestwood members enjoyed 
crea� ng their own kites in 
the SMART (Science, Math 
and Relevant Technology) 
program. 

The La� no popula� on is the fastest growing minority 
group in the United States.  According to the U.S. Census, 
as of July 1, 2008 people of Hispanic origin cons� tute 
about 15% of the popula� on. Over the next 40 years, ex-
perts es� mate the number of Hispanic school-age youth 
to grow by 166 percent.   Because of this, it is vital to 
make our educa� onal programs accessible to the Hispan-
ic community.  Our goal is to help Hispanic youth combat 
emerging societal issues by providing them resources and 
proper educa� on regarding responsible life choices.

Through generous funding from the United Way of Cen-
tral Alabama, Girls Inc. developed its Hispanic Ini� a� ve 
in the fall of 2006. Since its incep� on, a total of 3,138 
students have par� cipated.  

Issues addressed include: 
 • Preven� ng Adolescent Pregnancy 
 • Self-esteem Building
 • Violence Preven� on 
 
In area schools, English Language Learners (ELL) specialists fi nd that adolescent girls and their 
parents struggle to communicate eff ec� vely about rela� onships.  O� en in the Hispanic culture, 
open dialogue about sexuality or pregnancy is considered culturally taboo.  This educa� onal 
ini� a� ve seeks to fi ll a gap in preventa� ve educa� on in the areas of rela� onship building and 
adolescent health.  Addi� onally, this program strives to bridge the void between parents and 
daughters, increasing posi� ve communica� on on a variety of topics pertaining to health, lan-
guage barriers and family values.

The Hispanic Specialist for Girls Inc. is bi-lingual and well-versed in health educa� on. Her 
involvement in a variety of areas of the local Hispanic culture allows her to connect with La� na 
girls and their families in a variety of ways. 

The Hispanic Ini� a� ve is currently collabora� ng with Hoover City School System, Hoover Mul-
� cultural Center, HICA!, Shelby County Schools, Birmingham City Schools and the La� no Issues 
Commi� ee to provide Girls Inc. programs to Hispanic youth throughout Central Alabama.  

• HIV/ AIDS Awareness 
• Drug Abuse Preven� on 
• Posi� ve Communica� on with Parents 

Janine L. Smith
Board Chair

 It is with hear� elt sincerity that I assume the role of 2010 Board 

Venessa Gosa
Interim President & CEO



Valerie Abbo�
Wendy Adams
Glyn Agnew
Alyson Anderton
James Ashurst
Katherine Avant
Andrea Aycock
Lacey Bacchus
Kris�n & Jason Bains
Michelle Ballew
Alane Barnes
Kathy Barr
Brooke Ba�le
Robin Beardsley
Sheila Benson
Jamekia Bies
Roderick Biosca, Jr.
Senitra Blackburn
Jacquelyn Blakley
Dalton Blankenship
Margaret Bond
Fran Bos�ck
Lisa Bowden
Margaret & William  
 Brooke
Barbara Brooks
Elizabeth Broughton
Jenny Brown Billano
Cynthia Brown
Lee Ann Brown
Beth Buschauer
Emily West Bynum
Andrew Cain
David Cain
Amy Capps
Patrick Carlton
Kim Carver
Angela Casablanca
Jenifer Champ Wallis
Lowell & Frazier Christy
Gina Cole
Patsy & Charles Collat, Sr.
Cornelius Cook
Lauren Bishop Cooper
Mi�e D. Copeland-
 Cannon
Alice Cox
Ellen Cunningham
Peter Cur�n
Annie Damsky
Carne�a Davis
Leigh Davis
Julia & Timothy Davis
Martha Dawson
William Dawson
Mary Laura Day
Michele Deese
Jennifer DeLawrence
Jessica and Clint Dolly
Jerome Donnelly
Felix Drennen
Amy Dubose
Mayo Durden
Carle�e Durham
Ray Durham
Suzanne Durham
Charlo�e Dyer
Angela Eakins
Paul Ebert
Sheldon Eller
Cathleen Ellio�
Henrie�a Emack
Jamie Erdburg
Meredith Evans
Brooke Everly
Lori Ewoldsen
Karla Fields
Claretha Finley
DJ Flanders
Stacy Flippen
Prim Formby
Kathryn Fulbright
Kaye Fulbright
Jan H. Fuller

A. H. Gaede
Anna Gainer
Dr. Carol Garrison & 
 Julian Banton
Miko Giddens
Shirley Gillis
Greg Glass
John Goldasich
Andrea Goode
Bobbye Ann Goodner
Sandi Gorna�
Venessa Gosa
Suzanne & Michael 
 Graham
Brende�e Green
Anne Grelier
Gaines Grelier
Amanda Griesdorn
Amy Griffin
Vikki Grodner
Vlada Groysman
Cynthia Hamilton
Kathryn & Raymond 
 Harbert
Reynolds Harper
Erika Hartman
Rebecca S. Hatcher
Lucy Hawkins
Lucy Hicks
Dana B. Hill
Ryan Hill
Ann Hillhouse
Holly Japp Hilton
Jamie Hodge
James Hope
Creig Hoskins
Rev. Yvonne Howze
Key Hudson
Liz Hutchins
Leigh Hutson
Sharon Hydinger
Mamie G. Hymes
Kimberly Jackson
Latrice Li�le Jackson
Autumn Jeter
Margaret Johnson
Merrill Johnston, Jr.
Maple Jones
Maryellen Kanode
Leigh Kaylor
Denisa Keith
Jus�n Kelly
Natalie Kelly
Robert Kelly
Labrisha King
Jamika Kirk
Julean Kirkpatrick
Elaine Kwarcinski
George Lane
Katy Langley
Libby Lassiter & David Ball
Jay Laurie
Nik Layman
Rosa Liou
Caroline & Mark Li�le
Nikita Locke�
Jennifer Lyles
Tarina Mabry-Orr
Noel Mann
Katherine Marsh
Jessica Marshall
Beverly Masters
Lindsay Masters
Zach Mather
David & Denise Mathews
Melinda Mathews
Lizy Ma�hews
Melissa May
Nancy May
Linda Mays
Stephanie Mays
Colleen McCullough
Kerry & Jeff McDonald
Diane McGrady
Candace McIntyre
Patrick McIntyre
Sandra McMillan
Amy McMullen
Melanie McNary

Debra Melaney
Erin Melaney
Joel Mendler
Ellen Michael
Judd Moore
Cindy R. Morrison
Rachel Morrison
Dorothy Mueller
Rebecca & Kirk Mueller
Brenda Musso
Katheryn & Mark Mya�
Phil Neal
Anna Nelson
Samue�a Nesbi�
Mimi Nolen
Violet Nunez
Maggie O’Connor
Cheryl Oswalt, Esq.
Dorothy Pak
Kristen Parker
Elvira Parks
Lenora W. Pate
Virginia Pa�erson
William Pa�erson
Kelly Peace
Zach Peagler
Claudia & Richard Pearson
Amy Pedigo
Marianne Pfitzer
Jeff Pomeroy
Dorothy R. Porter
Jeralyn Powell
Marilyn Prier
Travis Pritche�
Reya Ramey
Cynthia Ransburg-Brown
Elizabeth Read
Jennifer Reid
Grantland Rice, III
Diane Richardson
Emory Richardson
Connie Roberts
Kelli Robinson
Katherine Rochester
Anthony Romano
Anjelynne Roney
Mike Roy
Rachel Russell
Ann Rutland
Heather Ryals
Meaghan Ryan
Joi Sco�
Martha Self
Libby Sexton
Dawn Sharff
George Shaw
Barbara Shepherd
Eleni Shipp
Helen Shirley
Tanya Shunnara
Ann Simmons
Leslie Simpson
Beverly Smith
Chris�an Smith
Janine L. Smith
Jennifer Smith
Melanie Smith
Rebecca Anne Smith
Wynne Speir
Esmena Spencer
Terry Stalker
Craig Stephens
Shannon Stewart
Kay S�ll
Pardis & Frank S��
Linda Stone
Jane & Joseph Stoner
Beverly Stradford
Calvert Sullins
Katherine Su�le
Stephanie Swindle
Lindsey Tanner
Ka�e Taylor
Glenda Thomas
Delphine Thompson
Lindsey Tilt
Judy Todd
Frank Tomlinson
Stacey Torch

Cara Turano
Dede Tynes
Lora Underwood
Jonice Vanterpool
Sandra Vollman
Lisa Wade
Karen Wadlington
Caroline Walker
Claude�e Walker
Sheryl Walker
Latanishia Wa�ers
Lauren Weber
Amanda Wesley
Marsha Wharton
Anna Williams
C.M. Wilson
Catherine Wilson
Jennifer Wilson
Lois Wilson Sco�
Lois Woodward
Claire Wright
Donald Wright
Peter Wright
Sharon Yeldell
Tamula Yelling
Erin & Chris Yuskai�s

ABC 33/40
Alabama Booksmith
Alabama Chris�an 
 Founda�on
Alabama Power 
 Company
Alpha Kappa Alpha 
 Sorority, Inc.
AT & T
Balch & Bingham
Barber Motorsports
Bayer Proper�es, LLC
BBVA Compass Bank
Birmingham Barons 
Baseball Team
Bessemer Board of 
 Educa�on
Birmingham Coca Cola
Birmingham Kiwanis 
 Founda�on
Birmingham Restaurant 
 Supply
Bradley Arant Boult 
 Cummings
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC
Brice Building Co, Inc.
Bromberg’s
Burr & Forman LLP
Children’s Hospital of 
 Alabama
Children’s Trust Fund
Christy/Cobb Inc.
Clarus Consul�ng Group
Community Founda-
 �on of Greater Bir-  
 mingham
Culinard Cafe
David Nichols Fine Art
Drummond Company
El Paso Corpora�on
Estelle S. Campbell 
 Charitable Founda�on
Fairfield Board of Educa-
 �on
First Commercial Bank
Gia�na Aycock 
 Architecture Studio
Girls Incorporated 
 Na�onal
Greater Fourteenth 
 Street Missionary 
 Bap�st Church
Gus Mayer
Highland Park Golf
Hill Crest Founda�on, Inc.

Honda Manufacturing of 
 Alabama
In Good Taste
Independent Presby-  
 terian Church Founda-  
 �on
JCCEO
Jefferson County 
 Department of Health
Jennifer Hunt Gallery
Joseph S. Bruno 
 Charitable Founda�on
Junior League of Bir-
 mingham
KBR
Kelly Construc�on 
Company
Lawler Ballard Van Durand
Live Na�on
Maynard Cooper & Gayle 
Charitable Founda�on
Mt. Zion Usher Board
Munson Group
MyScoop Media
Protec�ve Life
Publix Super Markets   
 Chari�es
RDS
Reed Books
Regions Bank
Regions Charity Classic
Rite Way Service, Inc.
Robert & Lois Luckie 
 Charitable Founda�on
Ronne & Donald Hess 
 Founda�on
Robert R. Meyer Foun-  
da�on
Royal Bank of Canada
Royal Cup
Sam’s Club
Santa Fe Day Spa
SAXX Hair Design
ServisFirst Bank
Shelby County Schools
Simply Fashions
Sirote & Permu�
Slate Kennedy LLC
St. Luke’s Episcopal 
 Church
St. Mary’s-on-the-High-   
 lands Episcopal Church
St. Vincent’s Hospital
Studio Fitness
Sunbelt Golf Corpora�on
Sweet & Sassy
Talladega Superspeed-
 way
Target Corpora�on
The Bankhead Founda-
 �on
The Bap�st Founda-
 �on of Alabama
The Camp Founda�on
The Caring Founda�on of   
   Blue Cross & Blue Shield       
 of Alabama
The Coca Cola Founda-
 �on
The Mall Cafe
The Sandy Group
The Thompson 
 Founda�on
The Wachovia Wells 
 Fargo Founda�on
The Wine Lo�
The Women’s Fund
Trussville An�que Mall
UAB School of Public 
 Health
Wal-Mart
Wal-Mart Store #3271
Wal-Mart Store #5100
Warren Avere� Kim-
 brough & Marino LLC
Wrapsody
YWCA

2009 
Donors Lowell Christy, Christy/Cobb, Inc.

James Gewin, Bradley Arant Rose & White LLP
Bobbye Ann Goodner, Community Volunteer
William Pa�erson, South Trust (Re�red)
Todd Sharley, Realty South

Key Hudson, President, Regions Bank
Latanishia Wa�ers, President-elect, Haskell 

Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC
Wynn Spier, Secretary/Treasurer, Children’s 
 Hospital
Jus�n Kelly, Event Chair, Burr Forman LLP
Jennifer DeLawrence, Event Co-chair, Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Alabama

Robin Beardsley, Sirote & Permu�
Jamikia Bies, Jefferson County Board of Ed.
Amy Capps, Sirote & Permu�
Resia Thornton Brooks, Ph.D.
Jessica Dolly, Walston Wells
John Goldasich, Arlington Partners
Erika Hartman, Birmingham Orthodon�cs
Autumm Jeter, Glenn Oaks Elementary School
Natalie Kelly, Kelly Construc�on
Jamika Kirk, University of Alabama at Birming-

ham
Caroline Li�le, Thompson Realty
Stephanie Mays, Maynard Cooper & Gale
Pat McIntyre, Ernst & Young
Mimi Nolen, Realty South
Maggie O’Connor, Maynard Cooper & Gale
Jeralyn Powell, Media Health
Jennifer Reid, Huie, Fernambucq & Stewart
Emory Richardson, KPS Group
Mike Roy, Robinson-Adams Insurance
Joi Sco�, Chris�an & Small
Frank Tomlinson, Orthotechnik
Dede Tynes, Community Volunteer

Janine L. Smith, Chair, Burr & Forman LLP
Dawn Sharff, First Vice Chair, Bradley Arant Boult 
 Cummings
Sharon Yeldell, Second Vice Chair, Wilson Yeldell & Associ-
 ates
Lauren B. Cooper, Recording Secretary, Birmingham   
 Business Journal
Libby Lassiter, Treasurer, Bayer Proper�es
Terry Stalker, Parliamentarian, Community Volunteer
Glyn Agnew, AT&T, Fund Development Co-chair
Kelly Peace, First Commercial Bank,  Fund Development  
 Co-chair
Gaines Grelier, Board Effec�veness Chair, Royal Bank of  
 Canada
David Mathews, Strategic Planning Chair, Saiia Construc�on,  
 LLC 
Dana B. Hill, Boardman, Personnel Chair, Carr, Hutcheson & 
 Benne�
Creig Hoskins, Facili�es Chair, Hoskins Architecture LLC
Kelli Robinson, Member at Large, Crestwood Neighbor-
 hood Associa�on

Elizabeth Broughton, Community Volunteer
Mi�e Cannon, BE&K
Angela Casablanca, Southern Co.
Carle�e Durham, Southern Co.
Mike Graham, Graham & Co.
Brende�e Brown Green, Birmingham Municipal Court
Vikki Grodner, Sirote & Permu� 
Rebecca  Hatcher, Hatcher Design Group
Steven Hoyt, Housing Auth. of the Bham Dist.
Griena Knight, Miles College
Amy McMullen, AIG Baker
Evelyn J. Mitchell, Regions Bank
Maria Claudia Norena, University of Alabama at 
 Birmingham
Brian Savage, Brice Building Company, Inc.
Shelia Smoot, Jefferson County Commission
Jonice Vanterpool, Ogletree & Deakins

Venessa Gosa, Interim President & CEO
Angela Eakins, Director of Program Opera�ons
Andrea Goode, Finance Manager
Latrice Li�le Jackson, Outreach Director
Erin Melaney, Development Director

Terry Barnes, Arts & Cra�s Program Instructor
Kirema Brown, SMART Program Instructor
Linda Clark, Life Skills Program Instructor/Assistant to
     the Center Director
Keonna’ Greene, SMART/Eureka! Program Instructor
Crystal Howard, Health & Wellness Coordinator
Julean Kirkpatrick, Life Skills Coordinator/Case Manager
April Knight, Program Instructor
Shila Lovelace, Economic Literacy Program Instructor
Joann Mayfield, Senior Aide Recep�onist
Candace McGinnis, Arts & Cra�s Program Instructor
Christye Medlock, Walker County Center Director
Alejandra Ocampo, Hispanic Program Specialist
Elvira Parks, Crestwood Center Director
Shamarra Riles, Bessemer Center Assistant Director/
 Program Instructor
La�sha Shorter, Program Instructor
Tonia Smith, English & More Program Instructor
Jessica White, P.A.P. Program Coordinator
Rebecca Yeboah, Bessemer Center Director

Kevin Wallace, CPA, Consultant

Board of Trustees

2010 Girls Inc. Staff

Girls Inc. member Myla Johnson prac�ces hoola 
hoop during her physical educa�on class.

P.O. Box 130729
Birmingham, AL 35213

www.girlsinccentral-al.org
205-595-4475
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